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1 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 30 October 2007 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ED Claim(s) 1-54 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 03 Claim(s) 14-54 is/are rejected. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
including the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application 
after final rejection. Since this application is eligible for continued 
examination under 37 CFR 1 .1 1 4, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 
1 .1 7(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has 
been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed 
on 10/30/07 has been entered. 

Applicant's Amendment filed 10/30/07 has been entered and carefully 
considered. Claim 14 has been amended. However, the limitations of the 
amended claims have not been found to be patentable over prior art of 
record, therefore, claims 14-54 remain rejected under the same ground 
of rejection as set forth in the office action mailed 09/21/07. 

Election/Restrictions 
Group I is directed to a method of using a button array. Group II is directed 
to a method of identifying a media list. Groups I and II required a distinct, 
independent search and examination by the Examiner and would result in a 
serious burden on the examiner. Therefore, the requirement for restriction is 
proper and hereby made FINAL. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 1 02 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made 
in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

'(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent 
or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States 
before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed 
under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application 
designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the 
English language. 

Claims 14-54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Stevenson et al. [US. 2004/0236864]. 

As to claims 14, 27, 37, 41 and 54, Stevenson et al. teaches a 
computer implemented method and corresponding apparatus for 
receiving a request for media data at a media access server (a software 
module) from a media access (page 2, 0012, media source) configured 
as module executable on the computer to provide a media selection 
mechanism to a plurality of said media access clients (pages 1-2, 0010- 
0011); 

identifying one or more stored media items by the media access server 
(page 2, 0014); identifying one or more stored media lists by the media 
access server (page 2, 0014, media type); and providing information 
regarding the one or more stored media items and the one or more 
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stored media lists by the media access server to the media access client 
page 2, 0013-0014); 

receiving information regarding one or more media devices by the media 
access client from the media access server, wherein the media selection 
mechanism of the media access server is configured to provide 
information regarding the one or more media device to a plurality of said 
media access clients (0010-0011); 

categorizing the information regarding the one or more media items and 
the one or more media devices by the media access client (0010); 
generating a user interface containing the categorized information by the 
user interface generator (0013); 

providing information regarding the one or more stored media items and 

the one or more stored media lists by the media access server to the 

plurality of said media access clients to be displayed in a consistent 

manner by the plurality of said media access clients, one to another, 

using a common user interface (pages 1-2, 0010-0013). 

As to claims 15 and 53, Stevenson also teaches categorizing the 

information regarding the one or more stored media items and the one or 

more stored media lists (page 1, 0010, 0081). 

As to claims 16 and 34, Stevenson teaches the one or more stored 

media items including audio files (0010). 

As to claims 17 and 35, Stevenson also teaches the one or more 
stored media items including video files (0010). 
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As to claims 18 and 36, Stevenson further teaches the one or more 

stored media items including streaming media links (0010). 

As to claims 19 and 49, Stevenson teaches the one or more stored 

media lists including lists of audio files arranged by audio file artist 

(0048). 

As to claims 20 and 50, Stevenson also teaches the one or more stored 
media lists including lists of audio files arranged by an album associated 
with the each audio file (0048). 

As to claims 21 and 51, Stevenson teaches the one or more stored 
media lists including lists of audio files arranged by a genre associated 
with the each audio file (0047). 

As to claims 22 and 30, Stevenson also teaches identifying one or more 
stored playlists (0040); and providing information regarding the one or 
more stored playlists to the media access client (0040). 
As to claim 23, Stevenson teaches the one or more stored playlists 
being user-specified playlists (0048). 

As to claim 24, Stevenson also teaches identifying one or more media 
devices (0011); and providing information regarding the one or more 
media devices to the media access client (001 1 ). 

As to claim 25, Stevenson teaches the one or more media devices being 
CD players (0089). 

As to claim 26, Stevenson teaches the one or more media devices 
being DVD players (0004). 
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As to claims 28, 29 and 47, the claims are analyzed as previously 
discuss with respect to claims 14 and 15. 

As to claim 31, Stevenson also teaches receiving a user selection 
entered through the user interface (0013), wherein the user selection has 
an associated operation (0013); and communicating the associated 
operation to a media access server (0013). 

As to claim 32, Stevenson teaches the media access server performing 
the associated operation (0013). 

As to claim 33, Stevenson also teaches the associated operation being 
playing a media item (0011). 

As to claim 38, the claim is analyzed as previously discuss with respect 
to claims 14 and 24. 

As to claim 39, Stevenson teaches receiving a request to perform an 
operation from the media access client; and performing the requested 
operation (0013). 

As to claim 40, Stevenson also teaches performing the requested 
operation including playing a media item (0011). 
As to claims 42, 44, Stevenson also teaches a first user interface 
generator coupled to the first media access client, wherein the first user 
interface generator generates a first user interface based on information 
received from the first media access client (001 1); and a second user 
interface generator coupled to the second media access client, wherein 
the second user interface generator generates a second user interface 
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based on information received from the second media access client 
(0011). 

As to claim 43, Stevenson teaches a user interface generator coupled 
to the first media access client; wherein the user interface generator is 
configured to generate a user interface having the information regarding 
the identified media items (0012-0013). 

As to claim 45, Stevenson teaches the first user interface including 
information regarding media items stored in the media database (0013). 
As to claim 46, Stevenson also teaches the first user interface including 
information regarding media files stored in the media database, media 
lists stored in the media database, and information regarding the first 
media device 0011-0013). 

As to claim 48, Stevenson teaches means for generating a user 
interface containing information related to the at least one media item, at 
least one media list, and at least one media device (001 1-0013). 
As to claim 52, the claim is analyzed as previously discuss with respect 
to claims 14 and 15. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant has argued that Stevenson does not disclose the step of 
providing media content from a computer to media devices at locations 
remote from the computer. However, the examiner respectfully disagrees 
because Stevenson teaches a request for media data at a media access 
server (software module) from a media access client (media source is a 
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local to the computer). Applicant's attention is directed to page 2, 001 1 , 
cites "A software module for storage on a computer and operable by the 
computer is provided to receive a media request for a media selection 
from a media source including video and audio data. The software 
module also is operable to retrieve the media selection in response to 
the media request, and to cause the computer to generate a media 
signal conveying the media selection." It is clear that both the media 
access server (software module) and the media access client (media 
source) are local to the computer system. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Mylinh Tran. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Thu from 7:00AM to 
3:00PM at 571-272-4141. 

The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application 
or proceeding is assigned are as follows: 

571-273-8300 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either 
Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only: For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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